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Once when faced with a heckler from the
audience who shouted "What do I care
about the Earth !" Lloyd George respond-
ed by saying "Then jump off !". Not many
people have had the opportunity to "jump
off" the Earth but in the wake of the
recent Challenger disaster much atten-
tion has been paid to those who have in-
deed done so. One of these was Ed Mit-
chell, an astronaut on Apollo 14, who
recorded his experience as follows:
"When I saw the Earth from the moon I
experienced a sudden, deep feeling of
the purposefullness of the Universe -
energy, time and space - and I saw that
understanding lay beyond reason, and
that there was a non-rational way to un-
derstanding. I knew that under the white
clouds on the seemingly peaceful planet
was a growing chaos. The crew on the
spaceship Earth was in mutiny against
the order of the universe. I have no so-
lution to the problems of war, overpopu-
lation, waste of resources or pollu-
tion. But I believe that the solution
should be sought by the individual look-
ing within himself. The first essential
is to widen the consciousness, open
one's thoughts outwards and see our pla-
net from a completely new point of
view. Then we will really understand
that the Earth cannot possibly survive
with the way of thinking which has do-
minated it until now."

According to Martinus we are all un-
dergoing a cosmic journey, a journey not
in time and space but in mental condi-
tion, and the transformation of con-

sciousness which Ed Mitchell hoped for
is indeed taking place. And as technolo-
gy expands our capacity to research into
the material aspects of life - even on
other planets - we are gradually coming
“to understand that the solution of the
mystery of life lies within ourselves
and that we will never solve the mystery
of the universe until we have solved the
mystery of our own lives.



THE WORLD SITUATION

AND
»GOD’s Image«

by MARTINUS

»GOD’S IMAGE«

What does one understand by "God's
image"? "God's image" 1is an expression
for the very highest, total perfection
in wisdom and love which can in fact be
‘manifested, and its ensuing divine way
-of behaving. Through the high cosmically
initiated beings of the past it has come
to people's knowledge that "God's i-
mage", that is, the totally divine way
of béhaving in wisdom and love, is God's
plan for terrestrial Man.

WHY PEOPLE CANNOT SEE THE DIVINE PLAN

Is there anythlng to suggest that the
divine plan is an actual reality, or .is
‘it only a beautiful dream which has a-
risen in the brain of a fanatic? It :is
~absolutely neither wishful thinking nor
fanaticism. There is no greater reality
than precisely this divine plan. That it
cannot be seen or observed by the ordi-
nary person who has not learned to see
it is a matter of course. The divine
plan is not a 24-hour project. It takes
millions of years to create the totally
perfect human being who 'is "one with
God". -And unfinished terrestrial Man's
memory or recollection and ensuing know-
ledge about - his own identity - are so
small in relation to this creative pro-

cess, which takes millions of vyears,
that it may be seen as only a speck of
dust in relation to a mountain.

ANTICHRIST OF DEVIL-CONSCIOUSNESS

It is therefore not surprising that the
present time is so rich in atheists or
people who believe that the whole of
this divine, logical creation which goes
on around them, and of which their own
organism and maintainance. of life is a
result, is something which occurs acci-
dentally by itself. It is a matter of
course that such a perception of life
must be the basis for war, sufferings,
death and destruction or .an epoch of
life which cannot be expressed as a ma-
nifestation of "humane consciousness"
but on the contrary as a manifestation
of the opposite of the really humane
consciousness, that is  "devil-con-
sciousness". One cannot say that such a
sabotaging, lethal consciousness is ani-
mal, for animals can neither murder,
kill. nor mutilate and obliterate whole
cities and their people and cultural va-
lues by means of hellish bombs and devi-
lish rockets in the way. that people have
become experts in. Nor can one say that
the ' above-mentioned consciousness - is
"humane", because the absolutely humane
way of behaving can only mean sgbsolute



love, put into practice through the very
highest wisdom and intellect. It is
simply an expression for this temporary
terrestrial human mentality, viz. "de-
vil-consciousness" or what is mildly ex-
pressed in the Bible as "Antichrist".

THE DECLINING POWER OF THE RELIGIONS

It is true that more or less strong re-
 percussions from the world religions ex-
tend forward to this present epoch of
Armageddon, but they are dressed in all
the withering and dying colours of au-
tumn. Their fading power over people,
their previously strong traditions and
their very life are now sinking like the
red glow of sunset into the darkness of
night. In this darkness people are
blindly groping their way forward. Such
previously radiant and instructive moral
writings in the sky as "put up again thy
sword into its place: for all they that
take with the sword shall perish with
the sword"; "whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap"; "do unto
‘others what you would have them do unto
you" ;" judge not, that ye be not judged";
"thou must forgive, not until seven ti-
mes a day but until seventy times seven
a day"; "thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thy self" - and many other radiant
instructions or commandments written in
the sky of life, and thereby also God -
have been lost in the total darkness of
the mental night. This is the present
world-situation in a nutshell.

A MANKIND WITH THE INTELLIGENCE OF
A GIANT AND THE MORALITY OF A MIDGET

When people cannot see any light but
have only darkness at their disposal,
they think that they can defend themsel-
ves with darkness. But the only thing
..which can lighten the darkness is of

course not darkness but its opposite -
light. Doesn't everyone know that one
can only see because of light ? Why not
then try to create light instead of
darkness ? Is it not darkness to kill
your neighbour ? Is it not darkness to
obliterate the populations and cultural
values of whole cities ? Is hating and
revenging not darkness ? Is slandering
and the spreading of evil rumours and
lies about one's neighbour not dark-
ness? Who can really regardAthis way of
behaving as a worthy humane culture for
the people who are otherwise so gifted
that they can weigh planets, the sun and
the moon and control such a vast amount
of nature's horsepower ? Is it not obvi-
ous that people have developed themsel-
ves to be geniuses in technical crea-
tion, a creation which stands sky-high
above the creation of Stone Age Man, Ne-
anderthal Man and the Viking ? What is a
flint tool beside modern Man's compu-
tors? What are the means of transport of
the past beside modern Man's aircraft?
Is it not a great lacking, a terrible
handicap, that such, from a technical
point of view, highly ingenious beings,
i.e. mankind of technical geniuses, are
so morally wunfinished that they are
still tied and bound in the same primi-
tivity as Stone Age Man or the Vikings
of the past when it comes to moral know-
ledge and behaviour ? Does one believe
that the ultimate goal of terrestrial
people is that they should be technical
geniuses but moral babies ? It is not so
surprising that mankind's present epoch
has been prophesised by the great men of
the past as an Armageddon or Hell. How
shall the mankind of an entire globe be
able to c¢reate a culture, a way of beha-
ving which is not an expression of a ba-
by morality, which means the unfolding
of a wild man's animal, jungle morality
with the aid of the most ingenious tech-.



nical refinements for sabotaging and
killing his fellow beings ? The unfold-
ing of a baby or dwarf morality through
a gigantic, excessive knowledge of how
to kill must of necessity create war,
darkness and suffering. Isn't it easy to
see that there is something here which
is unfinished in the creation of Man in

God's image ?

le case that nature, in its final re-
sult, shows such a terrible disharmony
as that which exists between Man's baby
morality and his technical genius. We
only need to look at Man's organism. Is
it not precisely a product of nature's
creative processes ? Is not every single
normal organ an expression of the high-
est perfection in the way it is built up

THE CREATION OF NATURE ARE ULTIMATELY
A JOY AND A BLESSING FOR LIVING BEINGS

Do we meet such a discrepancy, such im-
perfection in the Godhead's other crea-
tions, that is, in the final result of
nature's creative processes ? Certainly
not. One will not find in even one sing-

to cooperate with the other organs in
the organism to guarantee its utmost ef-
ficiency and the ensuing well-being in
the experience of life of its originator
? Are there not hundreds of organs in
the organism which are each built to
serve the maintenance of  the organism
as an instrument for the experience of



physical life for its originator ? Is it
not the same with all other living
beings' organisms 7?7 Is not nature
ingenious in its creative processes ?
Who can outdo the creative processes of
nature ?

PEOPLE LACK NEIGHBOURLY LOVE

That people live in such an Armageddon

" or Hell shows that the creation of Man,

and his existence is absolutely not one
of the Godhead's final results. Just as
the human being has grown or developed
into a genius in technical knowledge and
ability, so will he also inevitably grow
to be a genius in morality and beha-
viour, which means to constitute "God's
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image". The terrestrial human being will
not go on being equipped with a baby mo-
rality and a gigantic technical con-
sciousness., Is - there then something
which shows that this condition is not
the finished goal for the terrestrial
human being ? It is a fact that Man's
tiny morality in relation to his tech-
nical creative capacity or ability is
the cause of people's doomsday-existence
with its wars and all other unhappy cir-
cumstances, If the human ‘being had
neighbourly love to the same degree as
he has intelligence, mankind's existence
on earth would be quite perfect. In or-
der that people can become perfect -and
be free of their revolutions and wars,

their religious and political fights,
their struggle for the earth's natural
riches, their tendency to want to op-
press other peoples and states, their
racial hatred and craving for power,
their egoism and self-worship - and  the
ensuing state of doomsday or war, then
their moral capacity must be just as de-
veloped as their technical creative abi-
lity.,

" »GOD’'S IMAGE« DOES NOT MEAN A BEING

WHO IS AN ILLITERATE IN MORALITY BUT
A GIANT IN TECHNICAL CREATION

But why should people not go through
this development ? That they must have
their intelligence developped to a stage
of genius in order to be an expression
of God's image in this field is a matter
of course. "God's image" does not mean a
consciousness which is, on the one hand,
nearly illiterate in morality and cosmic
knowledge but is, on the other hand, a
giant in technical creation. That a per-
son's intelligence, which can be used as
easily in the service of a very high mo-
rality or humaneness as it can be in the
service of a very animal and warlike be-
ing, should exist only in order to pro-
mote a life-sabotaging condition, can
only be an abnormal opinion.

PEOPLE WHO HAVE AN EXCESSIVE ANIMAL
CONSCIOUSNESS CANNOT POSSIBLY CON-
STITUTE A TRULY PERFECT HUMAN KINGDOM

.Observation of people will show it to be

a fact that they are all in a process of

- transformation from the primitive form

of experiencing life we call "animal” to
a more and more "human" form of life. We
see that intelligence temporarily ele-
vates them up to be overdeveloped ani-
mals as regards consciousness. But a
world -of “overdeveloped or intelligent
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animals cannot possibly become a true
"human kingdom". The present human orga-
nism has been called human but it is in
reality still not a true human body.
There is just as great a difference be-
tween terrestrial Man's present organism
and the true totally perfect human body
as there is between a gorilla's organism
and the above-mentioned terrestrial
Man's present organism. The truly human
organism, which is not in any way
designed to be an instrument for animal
consciousness and animal thoughts, is
not amammalian organism. It is not born
of woman. It is materialised on the
physical plane by its originator. But I
cannot go further into this here.

PEOPLE’S EMOTIONAL MAKE-UP OR
HUMANE SENSE GOES AGAINST WAR

Terrestrial people are thus in reality
more or less overdeloped animals. There-
fore their epoch of life today consists
more or less of killing, all according
to the strength of the animal tendencies
in the beings concerned. For example,
their frontiers are decided by the
strongest powers through war and oppres-
sion. But there are many proofs that
this is not the ultimate goal of man-
kind's physical existence. These proofs
are to be sought in the forces which
create a very palpable change in peop-
le's psyches. This change is reflected
in the fact that people's capacity to
have the heart to do the so-called
"evil" is changed so that in the end
they do not have the heart to do such
evil. It is the transformation of people
which lies at the root of all humane-
ness. If the culmination of war and suf-
fering were the goal and final result of
mankind's physical existence here or
earth, why then does this humane capaci-
ty grow in people ? That it grows is one

of the great facts of life. It is thus a
fact that there are people who do not
have the heart to kill or murder. Does
one believe that all the many soldiers
in the state's wars would kill if they
were not compelled to ? Are there not
already today many people who have abso-
lutely no wish to take part in military
operations regardless of whether they
have to go to prison or be punished in
other ways ? The fact that there are
more and more people with such an atti-
tude shows which way people's psyches
are going. Why are peace leagues and
other great peace-making organisations
created ? Why are there such strong
powers in motion to prevent war ?

THE INSTITUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
SHOWS TENDENCIES TOWARDS THE
CREATION OF A WORLD-AUTHORITY

Is not the U.N. the beginning of an in-
stitution which, as a police and judi-
cial system for the nations and states
will determine their rights and gradual-
ly forbid war, the misuse of power and
the oppression of other nations and
peoples ? Without such an institution
and without it having sovereignity over
the world's great and small states, that
anarchy will continue which until now
has put the strong states in a position
to oppress the smaller, weaker ones. Is
it not obvious today that the great dif-
ficulty for the U.N, is 'such a case



where a superpower will not surrender
the power it has, because of its large
population and its consequently far
greater military strength, to lord it
over other people and oppress them when
it has the chance ? This institution has
certainly not arisen through and is not
promoted by people's enthusiasm for war
and blood-letting. So in people today a
capacity is growing which, to an increa-
sing degree, will not tolerate war, mur-
der and killing. Is it not precisely
this which has become a fact through the
police and judicial -systems which now
exist within every nation or state in
the world ? And are there any states to-
day which will or can dispense with this
social organisation ? Is there anything
to suggest that anyone will sbolish po-
lice and judicial systems ? Has this so-
cial organisation not come into existen-
ce precisely in the same manner as that
in which ‘the U.N. is now coming into
existence ?

MANKIND WILL GET A POLICE AND
JUDICIAL SYSTEM FOR NATIONS OR STATES

There is thus absolutely nothing whatso-
ever to indicate that the world-plan is
leading mankind in the opposite direc-
tion. And is not the main principle in
the living being's existence precisely
this, that it brings all beings to set
about learning from their experiences ?
Is it not true that if a man does any-
thing which is obviously foolish and de-
structive to his existence, he seeks
more and more to avoid doing it again ?
People are beginning to understand that
military operations are foolish and de-
structive not only for the loser but al-
so for the victor. Oppression cannot
exist without engendering counter-pres-
sure, without engendering struggle for
liberation, which again sooner or later

will lead to the downfall of the vic-
tor. Is this not precisely why the U.N.
has arisen ? In a future, decisive world
war all the peaceful forces - which to-
day have together begun to be a not com-
pletely insignificant factor, even if it
is still only a child and has not reach-
ed its adulthood - will triumph. But as
the capacity to have no heart to kill or
promote "evil" grows, the ideas and spi-
rit of the U.N. will win more and more
supporters even if can still be physi-
cally more or less hampered or halted
by one superpower or another which still
has the blood of anarchy in its veins
and, like a "eriminal”, will not conform
like other nations to a true police and
judicial system for states and nations.
But just as police and judicial systems
prevailed and came into existence .in
every individual state, so will the
U.N. or a world-police and world-judici-
al system inevitably prevail in the end.

THE MONETARY SYSTEM WILL BE ABOLISHED

And the more military operations arise,
the more quickly there will arise a
sovereignty, an authority or world-
government for all the peoples and
states of the earth. It will make war
impossible and remove all the many other
sources of darkness and the curses on
mankind's fate, By virtue of such an au-
thority or world-government, anarchy and
the doomsday-existence which now torture
mankind will disappear from the conti-
nents and seas of the earth. The cause
of an immeasurable amount of suffering
today is the monetary system. Money is
still a necessary "means of exchange"
but, as long as the human consciousness
is not cleansed of its inherent animal
tendencies, the monetary system will be
misused. Money is something one can give
in exchange for goods or advantages one



wants which, in certain situations, do
not need to be immoral. But with money
one can buy oneself personal comforts
which one is not at all entitled to sin-
ce it means sabotaging others' fate. At
one time one could even buy people and
make them one's private property, make
them slaves. Today the same principle
exists but camouflaged under other
forms. One can appropriate money for
oneself through fraud and suggestion. As
all objects, all goods, today have a mo-
netary value, they are very convenient
objects for theft and robbery, which in
turn give rise to assault, murder and
killing; indeed, they are even a contri-
buting factor to many forms of war which
they could not possibly be if money did
not exist. Just everything which is im-
perfect and creates war, unhappiness
and suffering on the basis of people's
evolution through experiences, will
eventually disappear in favour of healt-
hf and natural phenomena which can only
create peace, happiness and blessing, so
will the monetary system also totally
disappear. No human kingdom whatsoever
can be totally perfect as long as it is
based on the monetary system.

EVERY CHILD WHO COMES TO THE WORLD IS
A JOINT HEIR TO THE RICHES OF THE EARTH

The future real human kingdom in "God's
image" will therefore inevitably be
based on quite another, one hundred per-
cent perfect, social foundation. One
will have long since realised that any

child who is born into the world is, by

virtue of its birth as a terrestrial hu-
man being, a joint heir to all the mate-
rial riches of the earth; metals, oil,
land; in short, all the existing facili-
ties of good things of life. That these
riches or facilities of life are today
under requisition to private people,

private companies and large concerns,
indeed, even to nations and states, has
only come about through their origina-
tors being superior to their fellow-be-
ings in terms of intellectual talents
and the burgeoning of power. And this
burgeoning of power has in turn occurred
because of the animal tendencies which
still appear in the consciousnesses of

the above-mentioned

originators. - One
cannot therefore blame them for it., They
have not been able to manifest a higher
standard of evolution than that which

they have reached. But this too is
clearly a link in the divine world-
plan. The oppression by these supe-
rior powers of other weaker powers has,
among other good things, led people for-
ward to experiences which are now begin-
ning to give light in the darkness and

-to point forward towards the abolition

of war.

THE »UPPER« AND »LOWER CLASS« WILL
DISAPPEAR

Today the general public within the

o



earth's mankind are so developed in
"physical intellectuality", because of
the many universities, schools and col-
leges, that the opportunities of life on
earth can be created or built up without
needing to be based on the stronger's
exploitation or oppression of the weaker
or less gifted. Opposition has therefore
arisen towards the old traditional prin-
ciple of ‘"upper class" and "lower
"class". What are the trade union move-
ments, indeed the union movements in ge-
neral in many cases, other than an inci-
pient damming up of the more or less
prevailing upper class system ? This op-
position will not cease or find its ba-
lance until there no longer exists any
upper class at all and so no lower class
either. But this state of affairs cannot
occur until the wvast majority of the
earth's peopie are agreed that all
people - not some few - own the earth's
riches. ‘ '

NO HUMAN BEING WILL LIVE
AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS

Absolutely the only private property a
person can have is his capacity to take
part in transforming the earth's riches
into something useful for people's nor-
mal experience of life. Therefore a per-
son's capacity for work will be absolu-
tely the only justified means of pay-
ment. By virtue of this capacity he will
not earn money, but he will, however,
secure admittance to a particular stan-
dard of living. As this standard of li-
ving is thus not .a question of money but
a question of a "person's capacity to
work, every human being has thus an in-
born ability to pay in the form of his
capacity to work. If this standard of
living, which 1lies far beyond what
people today describe as average prospe-
rity, should cost the world-state (that
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is, mankind) B hours twice a week per
person, then every person must himself
contribute these working hours to the
world-state. When a person has carried
out the above-mentioned 8 hours, this
output will be marked on his specially
designed pass or work-card. By showing
this card he will have admittance to all
the necessities of 1life, whether they
are house and home, car and travel, or
literature and art to the extent which
has been calculated for the concerned
standard of living. If a man wants to
have a higher standard of living it will
cost perhaps one or two hours more. And
in order to have admittance to this, his
work output must be extended by two
hours extra, His life and standard of
living cannot thereby be achieved at the
expense of any other being whatsoever.
Absolutely everyone will each contribute
the hours of work which are needed so
that the standard of living he desires
can be reached.

WORKING HOURS AS PAYMENT FOR
A PERSON’S DESIRED STANDARD OF LIVING

As the world-state's only real value is
Man's capacity for work (it has the ma-
terials totally free of charge; it will
not have to buy anything from other sta-
tes and exchange difficulties are there-
by no longer part of the world), its
greatest task will be this: to see to it
that people's capacity for work becomes
as perfect as possible. It will there-
fore see to it that every child who
comes into the world gets the very best
teaching or training in those fields
where he has his special talents or
gifts and inclination, whether it is mu-
sic or another art-form, or whether it
is technical creation or any other field
whatsoever where he feels a zest for
life. When he is then trained and must



begin to give the state the working
hours required for his standard of 1li-
ving, then this training and his board,
food, clothing and shelter is accounted
for in the 8 hours. Furthermore his
child-benefit, old-age pension and sick-
ness benefit will also be accounted for
in the 8 hours or the hours he must con-
tribute for his standard of 1living. We
cannot go into this subject in more de-
tail here but must refer you to the
fourth chapter of "Livets Bog".

THE FINAL RESULT OF GOD’S CREATION
OF MAN AND THE HUMAN KINGDOM IN
»HIS IMAGE AFTER HIS LIKENESS«

So absolutely no human-being can in the
future world-state live at the expense
of others. One can obtain neither food
nor clothing nor admittance to any stan-
dard of living with another's work-card
or pass. Only one's own card is valid.
Calculation of the standard of 1living
will be carried our with the aid of com-
putors and other ingenious means. One
thus knows exactly every day how many
people are born and die and how many
work-hours this or that standard of li-
ving demands. By virtue of this, there
are no goods whatsoever, no product
whatsoever, costing money. Goods have no
sales value whatsoever. Therefore no one
is tempted to steal or swindle. Nothing
can be bought or sold, but neither is
there anyone who lacks anything. Every-
one is well-off, if not to say rich.
Everyone's work is his hobby. It cannot
pay the state to have any person whatso-
ever employed in anything but his hob-
by. So, in the world-state, the very
greatest opportunity is given for the
development and burgeoning of each per-
son's abilities in science, art and
_knowledge. Neighbourly love will then

1

make terrestrial mankind sparkle and ra-
diate in a hitherto unknown measure of

T

mental light which will begin to be pe-
netrated by cosmic consciousness (the
Holy Spirit) and show that love is the

basic note of the universe., This basic
note is God's primary way of behaving.
And this behaviour is "God's image". The
terrestrial human kingdom will . then
sparkle and radiate in "God's image af-
ter His likeness" over the whole world.

And this will be the final outcome of
the world-situation of today or God's
creation of Man and the human kingdom in
His image after His likeness,

Translated by Mary McGévern.

Original Danish title: "Verdenssituati-
onen og 'Guds Billede',

First published in the Danish edition of
KOSMOS 1960/61. ‘



PARENTS AND CHILDREN

When one has read Martinus Cosmolo-
gy and realised that we have lived
before, it is logical to assume
that we have been parents many, ma-

- ny times. I think it is exciting to
observe that, although we have
brought up children 1life after
life, we are still today so very
uncertain about whether we are
doing it the right way or not. How
can this really be so0? Should we
not instead have become experts af-
ter all those parental experien-
ces?

WHEN | WAS A CHILD...

When I was little I thought that when I
grew up I would know and be able to do
everything. Oh dear, what an illusion
that was! What we call being grown up is
just a "bodily adulthood" but there is
also a "spiritual adulthcod" and here
Martinus explains that we have quite a
long way vyet before we reach that
point. From a cosmic point of view, he
says, we are like little children who
are not yet mature enough to see connec-
tions and just as every little child is
in the process of exploring the world of
the grown-ups, we too are exploring
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by Annette Billhill

this world - but in our case it is the
world of those who are spiritually grown

up.
SUDDENLY PARENTS NEED ADVICE

Dnly a few generations ago the rbles of
the sexes, and thereby also the réles of
the parents, were clearly defined. The
woman was responsible for the home and
the children; the man for supplying food
and protecting his mate and off-spring.
All of their waking hours were spent on
such tasks. Despite the fact that in
previous lives we have brought up not
only one child at a time but maybe up to
ten at a time, it is not unusual today
that we turn to so-called experts in the
upbringing of children. Suddenly we
feel uncertain about whether or not we
are doing the right thing, whether or
not we are giving our children a good
upbringing. We are struggling with
questions such as: "Am I too strict?; Am
1 too easy-going?; Do I expect too much
of my child?; Or perhaps too little?;
Where shall I set the limits?; Am I too
domineering?; Am I interfering too
much?; Do I give my child too much re-
sponsibility?".

STRICT AND LAX UPBRINGING

During the authoritarian "era of up-
bringing”, that  is, when the parents'
word was law and corporeal punishment
hung like an ever-threatening cloud
above the children, there were no pro-
blems with the above-mentioned quest-



ions. It was always the parents who knew
best and consequently decided absolutely
everything for the child. As a contrast
to this method of upbringing came the
so-called "laissez faire" method. Those
who adopted this method were of course

those who had themselves suffered under

authoritarian parents. Now the children
were to be allowed to decide for them-
gelves without correction, interference,
and advice from the grown-ups. Now they
should have the freedom to explore the
world themselves. Norms and values
should develop by themselves without the
threat of the cane. A good thought per-
haps = but here the parents were "behind
the scenes" and thought that they had
nothing to do on "the stage" and from
having had the children behind the sce-
nes (the authoritarian upbringing) there

I DECIDE!

came a time when the children and pa-
rents more or less swapped rbles.

TOv:BE ABLE TO BRING UP CHILDREN
WITHOUT DOMINEERING

The consequences of the "upbringing
pendulum" have caused us to realise that
‘today it is not good to be too strict
and that it is not good to be too easy-
going either. And this, in turn, has
opened up new exciting opportunities and

possibilities for us parents to develop
new sides of our personalities (that is,
if we do not already have them) because
today the most desirable thing is to be
able to guide one's children without do-
minating them. The characteristics of
good parents are namely, to be able to
be strict and flexible, consistent but

" not rigid, to show understanding and to-
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lerance but also to be able to set li-
mits.Maybe someone is sighing, thinking
that it was so much easier when one, as
a parent, knew that the "right thing"
was to -always keep the children in
check behind the scenes or to go there
oneself and not have to appear on the

stage., From a parental perspective it
may perhaps seem easier to have rules
which one sticks to hbut already today
the individuality in our children and
teenagers is so obvious that what is
"pight" for one child is not necessari-
ly "right"- for another at the same or
even at a later time,

NOW | HAVE DONE EVERYTHING | WOULD
WARN MY CHILDREN AGAINST DOING

A common idea that parents have is that
one thinks that one can implant one's
own experience into one's children so



that they can avoid the mistakes one has
made oneself. One forgets all too easily
that a child who has burnt himself is

afraid of fire because he himself has

experienced that being burnt is pain-
ful. Why then do we try so hard to pre-
vent our children from experiencing
things for themselves? It is of course
because we paid such a high price for
our own experiences. We may have had to
suffer a lot or have often regretted

~ that we have done one thing or another.
But the crux of the matter is this: can
we really transfer our experiences to
others? I heard the following in a funny
radio programme: "Bringing up children
is not difficult, it's impossible!".
Even if it was meant as a joke there is
a great deal of thruth in that state-
ment. Martinus says that one cannot
"bring up" or cultivate anything in any-
body where there is not already a ta-
lent. If the seed is not there the ta-
lents cannot be cultivated. If an up-
bringing, which is not on the same level
as his mentality, is forced upon an in-
dividual this can only be compared to
"training" or "varnish" which will in-
evitably wear off when the individual is
no longer under the -influence of the
"upbringer".

WE REPEAT OUR PREVIOUS LIVES

"My entire existence is built up of
short intense periods. At the moment
Bowie is all that matters. Bowie and
pure living. Some weeks ago it was deca-
dence, total decadence, which was the
most important thing. In a fortnight I
will probably be a blues-saxophonist.
This phenomena is probably due to the
fact . that I have so many interests,
which means that I can never complete a
project larger than brushing my teeth"
(from a Swedish magazine, "Children"
No. 1 1985 ~ "Help, I'm a teenager").
What Michael (14) who wrote the above
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lines could have comforted himself with
is Martinus' explanation that we repeat
our previous lives. He would certainly
more easily have understood the quick
rise and fall of his interests. It may
very well be that knowledge of the rep-
etition-phase is not a precondition for
being a good parent but it does help to
know that we repeat the experiences of
our previous lives up to the age of
thirty. The sides of our children which
are difficult to handle become in this
perspective only a confirmation that
there have been things and events in
their previous lives which have to come
up in their consciousness in order for
them to be able to use the knowledge and
experience. When we repeat "mistakes"
that we have made before this can be
compared to having once been offered a
"fruit" and after "eating" this "fruit"
having been able to conclude that it was
not good for us. Next time (perhaps in
the next life) when we come across the
same "fruit"it's enough to take one bite
to recognise the taste and then one re-
frains from "eating" it. So much for the
ingenious memory technique of repetition
So when the 5 year old plays at war
and is shooting wildly around him this
is not an expression of him being unusu-
ally "warlike" but a sign that he is re-
peating war experiences. I once read
about a mother who wanted to bring up
her daughter "equally" and bought her a
toy car but to her great surprise the
car was later bedded down with sheets
and all in a doll's pram.

THE PARENTAL INSTINCT LETS YOU DOWN

As we know that the child repeats his
previous experiences and that we cannot
transfer our experiences to our child-
ren, let us see if can find an explana-
tion for our insecurity about bringning
up children. All animals, including us
human beings ( who, according to Marti-
nus, still belong to the animal kingdom)



are born with a set of instincts i.e.
functions which we carry out automati-
cally, Our ability to care for, bring up
and help our off-spring are examples of
such instinctive functions. Our parental
instinct derives from the cosmic con-
sciousness of the previous spiral
cycle. This, our sovereignity in thought
and action, becomes the energy of in-
stinct when we, with our consciousnes-
ses, are to build a bridge from the spi-
ritual world over to the a new physical
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existence. Our consciousness is some-
thing created and so too is our parental
instinct. And everything which is cre-
ated is subject to what Martinus calls
the principle of talent kernels and the
building up and breaking down of these.
It takes many lives to build up a talent
but it also takes many lives take to
break one down - and our ability to be
parents is just such a degenerating ta-
lent. In the transition between the ani-
mal and the real human kingdom which we
are developing towards we have become a
little lost and confused, especially
when it is a matter of things we did in-
stinctively before. But where our in-



stincts let us down another function
grows stronger,viz.the ability to think.

NEW INTERESTS COMPETE WITH
THE PARENTAL ROLE

Our ability to think naturally opens up
an area which has previously been closed
to us. Life suddenly treats us to things
which we had not previously had the abi-
lity or imagination to think of. Without
really knowing how it happened we are

" now facing a tempting world which enti-
ces and seduces us. Today we ourselves
decide how many children we want and
when we want them. We live longer and
most important we have more time
thanks to technological evolution - to
spend with other things than giving
birth and bringing up children. Now we
also have time to study Martinus Cosmo-
logy, meet our friends, go to lectures,
paint pictures, write books compose mu-
sic, learn parachute jumping, learn to
drive, ride a motorcycle, go to the
moon....... It should be said that in
all this eagerness about conquering new
areas there is a natural development,
i.e. our hunger for knowledge about
life. But even if this hunger can some-
times be a bit too "greedy" or selfish -
which we notice when we get a bad con-
science when we give priority to some-
thing which we find more stimulating
then just being with the children - this
is still in contact with evolution. This
is not said in order to encourage pa-
rents to ignore their children and do
what they themselves find interesting
but rather to show that there is no qo-
ing back to the old days where the pa-
rental r8le filled the whole day.

WHAT THE WORLD-REDEEMERS

CAN TEACH US

We have arrived at the conclusion that
the parental instinct is created and
that it can thereby also degenerate. The
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parent principle, on the other hand, is
an eternal cosmic law (the older helps
the younger) which luckily cannot cease
to exist. By studying the behaviour of
the world-redeemers (e.g. Jesus and Mar-
tinus) towards mankind we can get a hint
about how we should relate to our child-
ren. World-redeemers always practise the
principle of giving, that is, they give
without expecting something in return,
They themselves are the best examples
of what they are teaching. In other
words, they live as they teach. Here per
haps some people may object that they
live in this perfect and loving way be-
cause they have cosmic consciousness,
and then there's nothing to it ! But
this is just the point because those of
us who are adults also have parents-and
I am not now thinking of our biological
parents but of our cosmic relation to
the world-redeemers to whom we relate in
the same way as our children relate to
us. No evolution whatsoever would be pos
sible
or parents who exemplify the same prin-
ciple. Just as we are influenced to-
wards a new morality by "our cosmic pa-
rents" since they are "older" and have
had time to learn more, so we too can
strive to inspire courage and morality
in the lives of our children - at the
same time as we keep in mind that the
"lessons of life" must be experienced
in practice. In conclusion,one can say
that although we have been parents
throughout the entire animal kingdom we
are now in the process of losing this
inborn talent. But that is nothing to
cry about since the fading instinct and
growing curiosity about life outside the
family is in contact with the world-
plan. And as to our present insecurity,
whether it is a question of child-rear-
ing or anything else, we find the reason
for this in our own cagmic childhood.

if there were no world-redeemers

Translated by Harald Berglund and Mary
McGovern :



MARTINUS CENTER
Klint, 4500 Nykobing Sj.,
Denmark
INTERNATIONAL COURSE
26th July - 9th August
1986
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WELCOME TO MARTINUS CENTER

Martinus Center is an educational cent-
re for Martinus Cosmology which was cre-
ated by the Danish author Martinus (1890
- 1981).

The training in Martinus Cosmology
takes place in an absolutely informal
and unpretentious atmosphere and the
lecturers, groupleaders and all other
co-workers - almost all of whom do their
jobs voluntarily and without pay - wel-
come you to this year's summer courses
and wish you an inspiring and beneficial
stay in the Center.

Martinus Center (founded 1935) is situa-
ted at the north coast of the island of
Zealand, 60 miles from Copenhagen.
Lectures and courses in Martinus Cosmo-
logy are given for 7 weeks during the
sunmer season and courses of longer du-
ration in winter time.
been increased by new buildings and is
now intended to develop into a fullyear

educational centre. Today it accomodates -
about 200 students. A special course for
English speaking people - generally for
two weeks - is held at the end of July.

~ ’ ' ' Y
LECTURES 27th July - 1st August 1986

THE ETERNAL WORLD-PICTURE

Sun. 27th  The Third Testament - Rolf
Elving

Mon. 28th  From Animal to Man - Mary
McGovern

Tues. 29th The Eternal World-Plan - "Ha-

rald Berglund

Wed. 30th Life and Death - Ingrid Ok-
kels

Thurs.31st Cosmic Consciousness - DOle
Therkelsen

Fri, 1st The Solution of the Mystery

of Life - Karin Brant Nielsen

STUDY GROUPS 26th July - 1st August

The group(s) will be based on "The My-

The Center has

Lftery of Prayer" by Martinus.
/
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UNIVERSAL LOVE

the World - Harald Berglund

kelsen
Wed. 6th

lund

Ole Therkelsen

Towards Human Sexuality
Ingemar Fridell

Fri. 8th

Sun. 3rd Forgiveness - the way towards
the light - Mary McGovern
Mon. 4th The International Kingdom of

Tues. S5th The Inner Univérse - Ole Ther-
The Ideal Food -~ Harald Berg-

Thurs.7th Man and the Concept of God -

STUDY GROUPS 2nd - 8th August

The group(s) will be based on the week's
\lectures.

A

~ ' .
SYMBOL STUDY GROUP 26th July - 8th

August

Martinus wrote three volumes of "The
Eternal World-Picture", also known as
the "symbol books" containing 33 symbo-
lic drawings. These symbols express, in
a concentrated form, the essence of the
cosmic laws and principles and will be
presented for newcomers during the two’

Lﬁeeks of the International Course.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

All of the lectures from the Danish and
Swedish programme will be simultaneously
translated into English and can be heard
through headphones.

Prices of rooms and flats

per week
(excl. meals)

Single raooms from Dkr. 460 - 1425
‘ © 490 - 1526
Double rooms or :
two-roomsg flats o
(2 pers.) from Dkr. 745 - 1850
798 - 1981
] 1071 - 1603
Two-rooms flats or :
cottages (4 pers.) from Dkr.1000 - 1550
Camping area (pro persona) Dkr. 119
(children.3-12 yrs.)Dkr. 70

To the above prices should be added a
tuition fee of Dkr.'150 pro persona.

The rate of exchange is now about £ 1.00
to Dkr. 12.50.

Sheets, towels etc. can be hired at the
reception. The students may prepare
their own fbod, as cooking facilities
are available in all rooms and flats, or
take their hot meals in the vegetarian
restaurant "Terrassen" at very reason-’
able prices. - -
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KOSMOS

The purpose of KOSMOS is to give some insight in-
to Martinus’ world-picture and to inspire readers
towards the very essence of this world-picture - hu-
manitarianism and neighbourly love.

Martinus has described this world-picture which is
an explanation of life’s spiritual laws and princip-
les in »The Third Testament«. This work is written
for those who are in search of an understanding of
existence - an understanding based on reason
which would satisfy both their feelings and their
sense of logic.

Martinus Cosmology is not any kind of sect or asso-
ciation. One cannot become a member of Martinus
Cosmology. It is a guide openly available to all
those who can use it to become aware of life’s eter-
nal truths.

MARTINUS COSMOLOGY

Martinus (1890-1981) was a Danish writer, author
of »The Third Testament - Livets Bog (The Book of
Life)« ~ a work in 7 volumes, »The Eternal World-
Picture« in 3 volumes and about 30 shorter books.
At present the following books are available in
English from the Martinus Institute:

»The Eternal World-Picture, Vol. 1« (with 15 colour-
ed symbols)

»Logic« (an introduction to »Livets Bog«)
»Easter«

»The Road to Initiation«

»The Ideal Food«

N.B. »The Third Testament - Livets Bog, Vol. 1«
will be available in English in spring 1986.
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Martinus Institute,

Mariendalsvej 94-96,

2000 Copenhagen F,

Denmark.

Tel: 01 - 34 62 80

Monday - Friday, 9am - 4pm.

Editorial Group |
Mary McGovern, Harald Berglund. '
Readers are welcome to contribute articles written
in English, Danish or Swedish for the English edi-
tion of KOSMOS. Please send them to Mary
McGovern, Martinus Institute.
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6 issues per year: £6, 98, 90D kr. including postage.
Loose sale: £0.95p, 1.50$, 156D.kr.
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Martinus Institute.
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THE SYMBOL

The symbol on the front cover which is called “The
perfect man in God's image after His likeness”™ shows
the perfect way of behaving or what it means “to turn
the left cheek when one is smitten on the right”.

At the bottom of the symbol we see the course of
evolution through many lives from animal (orange)

to the perfect man (yellow). The rectangular areas
symbolize our physical earthly lives from birth to death.
The smaller pale yellow areas between these show
that we find ourselves in spiritual worlds between our
physical earthly lives. After each stay in these worlds
a new earthly life begins based upon the dualities and
talents we have developed through previous physical
lives. The orange and yellow arcs show that our fate

is a result of our own actions from previous lives as
well as our present life. The large orange arc which
stretches from the left side to the middle symbolizes
an unpleasant or so-called “evil” action which is sent
out towards someone. This is answered by friendliness
and understanding symbolized by the heart and the
yellow arc. The symbol therefore shows the perfect
man’s total initiation in fate and the mystery of life,

his understanding of eternal life, evolution and the

law of fate: “as thou sowest, so shalt thou reap”.
Through this eternal law we will all learn to differentiate
between what is evil and what is good. We will become
perfect; we will become “the perfect man in God’s
image after His likeness”.
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